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Peatlands matter



Peatlands matter



• nat. governments 

• ministries (Envi, Agri)

• EC Directorates 

• the Council of Europe

• research institutes

• conservationists 

• community forums

• private landowners 

• foresters

• farmers and farmers 
networks

Building the European Peatlands Initiative: a strong alliance for peatland climate protection in Europe
This project is part of the European Climate Initiative (EUKI) of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action (BMWK).

Peatlands need collaboration



▪ Improve the pan-European cooperation
between projects, countries and sectors on the
peatland-related issues.

▪ Help national governments and EC to base
strategies and policies on up-to-date peatlands
data and management best-practices.

▪ Connect governments and other stakeholders
to raise awareness on the essential role of
peatlands to achieve global and pan-European
climate and sustainability objectives.

▪ Foster innovation and support the transition
towards sustainable land use practices.

Building the European Peatlands Initiative: a strong alliance for peatland climate protection in Europe
This project is part of the European Climate Initiative (EUKI) of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action (BMWK).

EPI will…



Current Status
What are we doing to 
stablish one?

02



From COP26…



EUKI project ”Building the EPI”

▪ Project name: Building the European Peatlands Initiative 
- a strong alliance for peatland climate protection in Europe

▪ Implementation period: 1 November 2022 – 31 October 2025
▪ Lead: Eurosite – the European Land Conservation Network [NL]

▪ Partners: 
▪ Michael Succow Foundation, a Partner in Greifswald Mire Centre [DE]
▪ European Landowners’ Organization - ELO [BE]
▪ CEEweb for Biodiversity [HU]



Bonn Workshop 2024

▪ What: a workshop on European 
Peatland Strategies: Exchange on 
status, progress and future 
perspectives

▪ Where: Bonn, Germany
▪ Host: German Federal Agency for 

Nature Conservation (BfN) 
▪ Organisers: MSF/GMC and Eurosite



In progress:

▪ What: a round of semi-structured interviews, consultation process 
▪ Involved, among others: 

▪ a subset of government representatives, 

▪ UNEP – Global Peatlands Initiative,
▪ European Commission – DG Envi, DG Clima

▪ Who: Eurosite & MSF/GMC (EUKI project “Building the EPI”)



At the same time…
▪ 2023 - Eurosite Peatland Restoration and Management Group

▪ 2022 - LIFE MultiPeat: European Peatland Policy Working Group

▪ national and regional initiatives and platforms

▪ 2025 - new Horizon projects focusing on paludiculture
▪ PALUS DEMOS: PALUdiculture large-Scale DEMOnstrationS

▪ PaluWise: Paludiculture demonstrations providing multi-actor approaches and 
recommendations towards large-scale deployment in the EU

▪ Paludi4All: Socio-economic and Climate and Environmental Aspects of Paludiculture 

▪ 2025 - LIFE SUPER EU: Scaling Up PEatland Restoration in EUrope

▪ 2025 – GPI and partners - Peatland Breakthrough

▪ 2026 - 2nd Power to the Peatlands Conference in den Bosch, the Netherlands

https://www.eurosite.org/eurosite-peatland-restoration-and-management-group-prmg/
https://multipeat.org/en/about-project/project-activities/european-peatland-policy-working-group
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101182338
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101182338
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101181479
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101181479
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101181392
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101181392
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE24-CCM-DE-LIFE-SUPER-EU-101212611/scaling-up-peatland-restoration-in-europe#:~:text=LIFE%20SUPER%20EU%20is%20designed,t%20CO2%2Deq%2Fy.
https://globalpeatlands.org/peatlandbreakthrough
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By the end of October 2025, we aim to:

1. establish the EPI preparatory group;

2. create the platform that will bring the 
pan-European peatland community
together;

3. Connect with national peatlands 
initiatives

4. Share the latest info on crucial 
peatland topics, upcoming projects & 
events 

Main goals…



Thank you!
WWW.EUROSITE.ORG

WWW.EUKI.DE/EN/PROJECTS

INFO@EUROSITE.ORG

Building the European Peatlands Initiative: a strong alliance for peatland climate protection in Europe
This project is part of the European Climate Initiative (EUKI) of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action (BMWK).

http://www.eurosite.org/
https://www.euki.de/en/projects/
mailto:info@Eurosite.org
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